Foothills Preschool

Basic Principles of Reggio Emilia Inspired Curriculum

Our Image of the Child

¢ Children are respected as unique individuals
having rights rather than simply needs.

¢ Children have the desire, ability, curiosity, and
interest in establishing relationships &
constructing their learning.

¢ Each child is viewed as being capable, powerful,
intelligent, and inquisitive.

¢ Each child is considered a researcher, explorer
and investigator.

“The Hundred Languages of Children”
* Is a metaphor which refers to the wide range of
ways children can communicate.

¢ The “languages” can be written and spoken words,

drawings, paintings, sculptures in clay, and other
materials, block constructions, drama, movement,
dance, music and more.

* As children express themselves by means of these
languages, they are also learning to see people
and objects from multiple perspectives.

* These languages are the vehicle through which
children and teachers study a subject in depth.

The Environment as the Third Teacher

* The environment of the school plays an
important role in the educational process.

¢ The environment encompasses thoughtful design
of space, careful organization of materials, and
appealing use of light and color.

* The environment is viewed as a teacher in that it
is designed to encourage and support the
learning of children.

* The environment reflects the children; it is truly
their space.

e Time is not set by a clock, and continuity is not
interrupted by the calendar.

Communication and Collaboration

Communication & collaboration are valued.

* Teachers & children collaborate through large

group, small group & individual activities.
Families and teachers collaboration and

communication may include day to day interactions,

volunteering, discussions of educational &

psychological issues & celebrations.

The Project Approach

Refers to long-term group activities, jointly planned
by the teacher and interested children.

There are no predetermined time limits.

Completion of one subgoal suggests and leads to a
new goal.

Project work does not absorb the entire day. The
children have many choice to engage in a variety of
developmentally appropriate activities.

Documentation and Portfolios

Documentation summarizes the process and results
of individual and group work.

Children’s portfolios include pictures & samples of
their work that capture their learning.

Samples of work are caretfully arranged and
displayed for children, teachers, parents and visitors.

Emergent Curriculum

Curriculum is not planned in advance.

Teachers express general ideas about the direction
activities might take & prepare appropriately.
After observing children in play, teachers discuss &
interpret their observations and make plans on how
to further support the children’s learning.

Teachers ask questions and discover the children’s
ideas, hypotheses, and theories.

Teachers consider learning a non-linear process.
Teachers are continually researching and learning

with the children in team collaboration.



